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CENTRE FOR INDIGENOUS CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT ALTERNATIVES

Colin Scott wins Weaver-Tremblay Award
in Canadian Anthropology

By CICADA team

e at CICADA wish to of-

fer a hearty congratula-

tions to CICADA’s director,
Colin Scott, who has been awarded
the 2023 Weaver-Tremblay award in
Canadian Applied Anthropology from
the Canadian Anthropology Society
(CASCA) for his “longstanding com-
mitments to the territorial rights,
sovereignty, and self-determination of
Indigenous peoples in Canada.” This
is a prestigious award in Canadian

Anthropology, given to anthropolo-
gists whose careers demonstrate in-
tellectual rigor, public service and
activism.

9.

Colin speaking with CICADA partner Héctor Jaime
Vinasco in the Resguardo Indigena Cafiamomo in
Colombia.
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Colin presenting at a conference of CICADA's African partners, held in Bishoftu, Ethiopia.

The award recognizes the importance
of anthropologists taking “public pos-
itions on matters of social and pol-
itical concern, particularly in cases
which impact directly on those who
have been the traditional subject of an-
thropological study.” Colin’s work on
relational ontologies and epistemolo-
gies is cited as offering a “guide” and
“inspiration” for the next generation of
scholars.

Colin has been invited to give a plen-
ary keynote at the joint AAA/CASCA
conference on November 15 in Toronto
where he will receive the award.

Congratulations, Colin! ®

More information can be found at:
https://www.cas-sca.ca/about/
prizes-and-awards/weaver-
tremblay-award/information
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Decarbonisation and Decolonisation in

Australia

By Jon Altman

n May 2022, just one year ago, Australia elected a new

and slightly left of centre government. Suddenly after a

decade of silence and denial, there is a more open ac-
knowledgment that the world faces a climate and biodivers-
ity crisis and Australia needs to be a serious player in its
management.

The Albanese government quickly passed laws to decarbon-
ise, 43% reduction in emissions by 2030, and net zero by
2050. Simultaneously, the new government has responded to
a number of inquiries on heritage protection following the
disaster at the 46,000-year-old shelters at Juukan gorge de-
stroyed by Rio Tinto in 2020; and on environmental protec-
tion, in the Graeme Samuel periodic review of the national
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act that indicated it is not fit for purpose, and in the compre-
hensive 2500 page 2021 State of the Environment Report that
provided irrefutable evidence that biodiversity is in rapid de-
cline. The independent Chubb review of the operations of
Australia’s Emissions Reduction Fund that purchases Aus-
tralian Carbon Credit Units for carbon abated or sequestered
was quickly commissioned.

The government has made in-principle commitments to
strengthen national heritage protection laws, possibly with
the insertion of free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC) re-
quirements. Its Nature Positive Plan makes numerous refer-
ences to First Nations people and their contributions to bio-
diversity protection on the 82 currently declared Indigenous
Protected Areas (IPAs) that make up over 50% of the Na-
tional Reserve System. And at the COP15 UN Biodivers-
ity Conference, Australia was a key signatory to the Kun-
ming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework that sets out
global goals to halt and reverse biodiversity loss. Australia
has committed to expand its terrestrial and marine conserv-
ation estates to 30 per cent of the continent and surrounding
seas by 2030. And in response to the Chubb review, in-prin-
ciple support was again articulated for FPIC requirements on
First Nations land.

From a First Nations’ perspective such initiatives are posi-
tive. There is a growing recognition that if Australia is to de-
carbonise and protect biodiversity it will need the assistance
of First Nations people and their lands that might expand to

65% of the continent when the native title claims process is
completed. Almost all of the additional 10% of Australia that
will need to be added to the conservation estate by 2030 will
be First Nations titled. And there are prospects for additional
carbon abatement and sequestration on these lands beyond
current significant efforts in the tropical savanna - the First
Nations’ estate could become Australia’s Amazonia. Finally,
First Nations lands are highly prospective for solar and wind
and critical mineral resources: Australia’s transition to a re-
newable energy ‘superpower’ will be reliant on these lands.

Early dry season burning (for carbon emissions reduction). Courtesy: Jon Altman

There are also downsides that need to be recognised. Most
First Nations lands that now cover four million square kilo-
metres, half exclusive possession, half non-exclusive, are in
remote Australia. First Nations people here are very poor;
only three in ten adults are employed and more than half live
below the poverty line. The government needs to do a lot
more to fund shortfalls in housing, health services, appropri-
ate education, and in providing energy and food security at
remote communities on ‘Country’

Over half of the current National Reserve System is man-
aged by less than 900 full-time-equivalent Indigenous ranger
positions. The new government has committed to incremen-
tally double this number, but current IPAs with a total spatial
coverage of 850,000 sq kms are being managed now by just a
handful of funded positions each.



- @ Dedicated Indigenous
Protected Areas

Nantawarrina
Preminghana
Risdon Cove
Putalina
Deen Maar
Yalata
Watarru
Walalkara

CONDO R WN 2

Mount Chappell Island

10 Badger Island

11 Guanaba

12 Warul Kawa Island

13 Dhimurru

14 Wattleridge

15 Mount Willoughby

16 Paruku

17 Ngaanyatjarra

18 Tyrendarra

19 Toogimbie

20 Anindilyakwa

21 Laynhapuy

22 Ninghan

23 Northern Tanami

24 Warlu Jilajaa Jumu

25 Kaanju Ngaachi
Wenlock and Pascoe Rivers

26 Babel Island

27 Great Dog Island

28 lungatalanana

29 Pulu Islet

30 Tarriwa Kurrukun

31 Angas Downs

32 Warddeken

33 Djelk

34 Jamba Dhandan Duringala

35 Kurtonitj

36 Framlingham Forest

37 Kalka - Pipalyatjara

38 Boorabee and The Willows

39 Lake Condah

40 Marri-Jabin (Thamurrurr)

41 Brewarrina Ngemba Billabong

42 Uunguu

43 Apara - Makiri - Punti
44 Antara - Sandy Bore
45 Dorodong

@ Indigenous Protected
Area Consultation Projects

NSW
A Werai Forest (CM)

NT

A Arafura Swamp
B Mimal

C Tiwi Islands

D Haasts Bluff

Note: CM = Co-Managed IPA

46 Weilmoringle
47 Yanyuwa (Barni - Wardimantha Awara)
48 Minyumai
49 Gumma
50 Mandingalbay Yidinji
51 Southern Tanami
52 Angkum
53 Ngunya Jargoon
54 Birriliburu
55 Eastem Kuku Yalanji
56 Bardi Jawi
57 Girringun
58 Wilinggin
59 Dambimangari
60 Balanggarra
61 Thuwathu/Bujimulla
62 Yappala
63 Wardaman Port Hedland
64 Karajarri
65 Nijinda Duriga s
66 Warraberalgal and !

Porumalgal P

v B
X-.

63 Katherine®

P 5
Kununurra

4

Lajamanu

& 57 Other protected areas -

B

L - Yuendumu -~
E Kiwirrkurra D

< Docker(Rivers ) l31
| Sha I

Aboriginal lands

67 Kiwirrkurra

68 Nyangumarta 5 ~ . -
Warrarn ® o 1™ Alice Springs .

69 Matuwa

Kurrara-Kurrara >
Mutitjulu

L 'ﬁ&- 69 Warburton! . = Umuwa ]
. 15 sS=
kT f"' : Cunnamulla %
70 Katiti Petermann & o u Coober'Pedy { 34
71 Ganalanga-Mindibirrina -, Geralfit&l;‘ ®A Y al :
72 Wardang Island - L
73 Marthakal [ | 50 I,

» 3 - 5 «
74 South-East Amhem Land Leigh Creek = Brewa_rgna oy
75 Yawuru

76 Mawonga

77 Ngururrpa

78 Ngadju

79 Anangu Tjutaku

80 Olkola

81 Crocodile Islands Maringa

£ ‘;‘ N
. ‘ X R :
~#Ceduna 62 ~*| = Broken Hill
. J . | &

Albany

o vic
A Talaroo A Wurdi Youang
B Wik, Wik Way and Kugu N
C Mamu -
2 phanath Shelbume Bay A Jilakurru, Kaalpi and Western Desert Lakes
igalal
F Magani Lagaugal B Ngurra Kayanta
G Umpila C Nyikina Mangala
D Nyul Nyul
. E Mayala 0 250 500
i j L I |
A Maralinga Tjarutja Lands omstes
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First Nations people are in a powerful position and mobilis-
ing politically with several new alliances, including: the In-
digenous Carbon Industry Network, a voice for the indigen-
ous carbon sector, Country Needs People and others that
advocate for ranger groups and IPAs, the First Nations Clean

to First Nations landowners and proper remuneration for
work undertaken in often remote and difficult conditions
in biodiversity conservation, the renewables sector, and in
the avoidance and reduction of greenhouse gas emissions
through practices like savanna burning. Decolonisation will
mean self-determination to decide the forms of development

on First Nations lands. ®

Energy Network, and the First Nations Heritage Protection

Alliance.

The challenge now is to get the Australian state and public
to recognise and accept that decarbonisation will not hap-
pen without First Nations lands and people. To decarbonise,
Australia needs to decolonise, ensuring what Moana Jack-
son, the late Maori constitutional lawyer, called ‘ethical res-
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ndigenous rights movements have,

and continue to, unsettle col-

onial legal, economic, and political
structures as part of reimagining a fu-
ture beyond fossil fuels and extractiv-
ism. In Australia, the resistance to the
massive Adani Carmichael thermal
coal mine in the Galilee Basin in cen-
tral Queensland by a group of Wangan
and Jagalingou First Nations cultural
custodians has centred Indigenous
rights, including the right to say “no”
in opposing the systemic violence of
extractivism.

The Wangan and Jagalingou’s remark-
able and well-documented struggle
has provided a historic moment in
Australian resource politics. In ren-
dering bare a racist state apparatus that
enables the inexorable forces of ex-
tractivism, and in contesting this in-
justice, they have brought urgency to
the demands for a human rights-based
post-extractivist future.

Other recent victories in Australia
- despite the go ahead of Adani’s
Carmichael coal mine after a protracted
political campaign and litigation strat-
egy — demonstrate the growing salience
of this rights agenda.

utdres i

i
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Murrawah Johnson, co-director and First Nations lead for Youth Verdict, and previously youth spokesperson
for the Wangan and Jagalingou Family Council, outside Queensland court after the historic victory.

Wangan and Jagalingou First
Nations peoples’ sustained resist-
ance to Adani

Adani’s Carmichael coal tenements
and mining leases sit over Wangan
and Jagalingou homelands. Wangan
and Jagalingou First Nations people
have been the custodians of this land
for “untold thousands of years”, and as
senior Wangan and Jagalingou cultural
leader Adrian Burragubba continues to
assert, it is the Yuree — or law — that is

tulfilled through continuity of cultural
practices on Country.

Since 2012, Burragubbass clans, and the
larger group he led - the Wangan and
Jagalingou Traditional Owners Family
Council - were unwavering in their re-
jection of an agreement with Adani for
the mine’s go ahead. Their “no means
no” campaign was emblematic of their
defense of Country, rights, and people.

In 2015, after the clans had rejected a
land use agreement with Adani for the




second time, Burragubba informed
the Federal Court that Wangan and
Jagalingou ancestral homelands, in-

cluding the Doongmabulla Springs -
a sacred site, from which the Rainbow
Serpent, or Mundunjudra, travelled to
shape the land - were under threat of
devastation.

The breach of customary law, cul-
tural rights, and self-determination in-
volved in Adani’s approach to Wangan
and Jagalingou was central to their
sustained opposition to the proposed
mine. They garnered enormous pub-
lic support in Australia, including a
public petition of over 130,000 people
(which is large in the Australian con-
text), as well as international solidarity;
and negatively impacted on the social
license for the mine and the availabil-
ity of finance to the Adani corporation.

Despite the ‘legalised dispossession’
that was engineered by Adani with
the assistance of State and Federal
Governments, Wangan and Jagalingou
cultural custodians remain in the area
of Adanis Carmichael coal mining
lease. They continue to practice culture
as a basis of claim over their Country
and demand the recognition and pro-
tection of their human rights, at the
same time as Adani seeks to criminal-
ise them and make them trespassers on

their own lands. Further human rights-
based litigation is planned by the cul-
tural custodians, aimed at preventing
the destruction of the Doongmabulla
Springs through the water extraction
needed to support the mine.

Leading an
Agenda

Indigenous Rights

Adani secured coal tenements for its
mine site in 2010 and gained min-
ing leases — without free, prior, and in-
formed consent - in 2016. However, it
was only with the extinguishment of
native title for the critical infrastructure

Wangan & Jagalingou senior cultural custodian Adrian Burragubba — 'Ngarli yamba nani' 'Our homeland'

in 2019 - under the cover of a con-
tested Indigenous Land Use Agreement
- that Adani was able, finally, to side-
line Wangan and Jagalingou resistance.

By this time, however, Wangan and
Jagalingou Traditional Owners had

held up the project for the best part of
a decade through persistent opposition
and litigation, turning a go-ahead pro-
ject at the peak of the mining boom
into an industrial pariah - a project on
the edge of being a stranded asset as the
international order of energy and fi-

nance turns decisively against it.
Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 5
It was Wangan and Jagalingou who, by
asserting their human rights, provided
the legal cases that delayed the mine’s
go ahead for so long. It was Indigenous
rights activism that succeeded in dir-
project, de-
spite a legal and policy regime that is
stacked against First Nations peoples in
Australia.

ectly disrupting this

Now, at the same time as the first coal
exports from Adani’s Carmichael coal
mine are being shipped, the value of
Adani companies has collapsed by over
US$100b after a Hindenburg Research
report alleged massive corporate
fraud, while a growing number of First
Nations legal cases demonstrate how
an Indigenous rights agenda is shaping
Australia’s post extractivist future. Two
cases demonstrate this trend.

Indigenous peoples are deploying
human rights strategies against cli-
mate change

In 2019, eight Torres Strait Islanders
and six of their children lodged a com-
plaint with the United Nations, report-
ing that climate change was damaging
their way of life, culture and liveli-
hoods. In their complaint, the Torres
Strait Islanders described how heavy
rain and storms associated with climate
change had devastated their homes and
food crops. Rising seas had also flooded
family grave sites.

In a landmark decision in September
2022, a UN committee found Australia’s
former Coalition government vio-
lated the human rights of Torres Strait
Islanders by failing to adequately re-
spond to the climate crisis. The UN hu-
man rights committee found Australia
failed to protect Torres Strait Islanders
against the impacts of climate change
and violated their right to enjoy their
culture, and to be free from arbitrary
interference to privacy, family and

=t

home.

In November 2022, Youth Verdict - a
group of young First Nations and di-
verse activists — won the case they
launched in 2019 against Australian
mine giant Clive Palmer’s proposed
Waratah Coal mine on Wangan and
Jagalingou Country - a mine four times
larger than Adanis and the southern
hemisphere's largest new proposed coal
mine.

One of those activists is Murrawah
Johnson, author on this article, co-dir-
ector and First Nations lead for Youth
Verdict, and previously youth spokes-
person for the Wangan and Jagalingou
Family Council. Youth Verdicts his-
toric Queensland Land Court case ob-
jected to Waratah Coal’s Project using
both the Environmental Protection Act
and the Queensland Human Rights
Act (QHRA). The case centred First
Nations witnesses and their human
rights to culture, and publicly high-
lighted the impact climate change is al-
ready having on First Nations peoples
in Queensland.

In a powerful and precedent-setting
decision, the President of the Land
Court recommended that the mining
lease and environmental authority ap-

6 c@ NéWS Issue 9 - Spring 2023

Youth Verdict co-directors, Murrawah Johnson and Monique Jeffs.

e,

plications be refused by the relevant
Ministers. This was a ‘clean sweep’ vic-
tory, with all grounds succeeding. The
decision was based on the mines' con-
tributions to climate change, its impact
on the environment and the unjusti-
fiable limitations placed on the hu-
man and cultural rights of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples and
others, including young people and
their right to life.

This is the first time a court in Australia
has ruled against a mega mining ap-
proval on climate change grounds, and
the climate impacts on First Nations
cultures. It was also the first time the
Queensland Land Court took on-Coun-
try evidence from First Nations people,
following a First Law Protocol. This
Protocol elevated the weight given to
First Nations evidence in objections to
new fossil fuel projects, treating that
evidence as a form of expert knowledge.

The impacts of this case for the broader
Indigenous rights, environment and
climate movements are still being pro-
cessed, but the appeal against the deci-
sion by the mine’s proponent has now
been dropped, leaving this decision
standing.

Continued on page 9



‘Pole-to-Pole’ Connections Involving
Indigenous Dance, Body/Land and
Intergenerationality in North and Latin

America

By Déborah Maia de Lima and Claudia Mitchell

ach tree burned; each patch of
Eforest destroyed is our body also

being violated. This quote ut-
tered by Shirley Krenak (2021), mem-
ber of the Indigenous Krenak people
in Brazil, supports what researchers
from diverse fields have written about
the crucial relationship between land,
the Indigenous perspective of the body;,
and how colonialism has affected their
disconnection. In history, the coloniza-
tion of the land goes hand in hand with
the colonization of bodies - especially
the bodies of disadvantaged people,
women, Indigenous people, and people
of color (Hawthorne, 2007).

Ceremony at the Yatana Park in Ushuaia, Argentina,
April 2013. Photo by Déborah Maia de Lima

Still using Shirley Krenak’s words:
“When you move your body mak-
ing the movements of the chant, you
are making the movement of the wat-
ers, you are making the movement of
the world that revolves around you,
which is what makes us guardians of
this sacred land” Indigenous cultural

expression has demonstrated the im-
portance of art as a means of contesta-
tion: “art is a tool for dialogue that can
be a formed to give voice or strength-
ened as a silencer” (Kidane, 2014). As
an important form of expression of the
Indigenous paradigm, dances can play
the role of endurance, as well as estab-
lish distinctive and special geopolitical
territory.

The body is one of the four pillars of the
concept of Indigenous peoples about
health, healing and harmony constitut-
ing an important role of the Indigenous
Medicine Wheel: body, mind, emotion,
and spirit. Being a moment of gath-
ering, of sharing, of honoring ances-
tors, of transmitting and transferring
knowledge, of affirming the presence
of Indigenous peoples on earth, dance
is a fundamental aspect of culture. It
also expresses the strong relationship
with the environment (i.e., the Kuarup
dance in Brazil and the Women’s Fancy
Shawl in Canada). Another example is
the “powwow trail” in North America
(Giroux, 2016), in which Indigenous
peoples generate their own marked
geographical space.

Acknowledging the need for in-depth
studies addressing the relationship be-
tween the effects of the violence against
the land and the body/dance aspects
in Indigenous peoples, a SSRHC-
funded trans-American study is be-
ing developed in the Department of

There is no Canadian and US side for the waters of
Niagara Falls. Photo by Déborah Maia de Lima

Integrated Studies in Education at
McGill university. This research takes
a pole-to-pole approach involving
Indigenous peoples from the South of
Argentina to Canada, crossing over
Indigenous dances/the notions of land
and territory Indigenous peoples hold,
as well as their perceptions of how vio-
lence against their land affects their
bodies/corporeality in a intergenera-
tional perspective. Methodologically,
this is a multi-phase study informed
by Participatory Research Methods,
notably by semi-structured interviews,
photo-voice and  photo-elicitation
methods. The results will allow us to
better address decolonized inter- Amer-
ican projects and social actions using
Indigenous epistemological frame-
work. A multimedia digital dialogue
tool will be created in order to enhance
Indigenous voices and to give a broad
insight into differences and similarities
of Indigenous perspectives throughout
the Americas. This research approach
seems imperative, since Krenak warns
us: “what we want is simply this, that
you just stop and listen to us”. ®
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The Contemporaneity of Mayan

Medicine

By Geneviéve Marion-Séguin (Laval University)

y master's project in an-
thropology,
at Université Laval under
the direction of Sylvie Poirier, deals
with the contemporaneity of Mayan

carried out

medicine in the Yucatan Peninsula
(Mexico). Don Renato's Natural Xiuu
clinic, located in Mérida, capital of the
state of Yucatan, is at the heart of my
research. Don Renato presents him-
self as a traditional healer. It should be
noted that the choice of using this term
is based on that of 'medico tradicional'
used by both the political authorities
and the healers themselves.

minutes from Merida. Photo by Genevieve Marion-
Séguin

I am interested in the multiple, flex-
ible and complex relationships in
which contemporary Mayan medicine

ey PSP e $
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Drying herbs: Don Renato is a herbalist who grows many of the plants he uses in his practice on his land in

Acanceh. He harvests these plants himself and then dries, sprays and encapsulates them with the help of

his employees. Photos by Genevieve Marion-Séguin

is involved, the issues it faces and its
modes of expression in a context where
worldviews derived from Mayan trad-
ition and resistance, colonization and
globalization, are intertwined. As a
professional massage therapist, I had
the opportunity to accompany and as-
sist Don Renato, during the summer of
2022, in his work at his clinic in Merida
and in other Mexican cities. This ex-
perience allowed me to come into con-
tact with the actual practices of Mayan
medicine and to witness the challenges
involved in bringing different worlds
together, but also the ingenuity with
which traditional healers adopt various
modern tools to breathe new life into
and transform Mayan medicine in or-

der to perpetuate it, and make it known
and accessible to all.

The Mayan sobada (massage) always begins with a
reading of the abdomen. The pulse should "jump"
just above the navel. If not, the root of the navel,
traditionally known as the tip tee, is considered

to be displaced. A deep abdominal massage is
then performed to reposition the organs and
other tendons in the body to restore balance and
place them in their respective positions. Photo by
Geneviéve Marion-Séguin

Mayan healers sometimes have spe-
cialities: hierbateros (herbalists), soba-
dores (the closest term would be mas-
sage therapist but it is also used to refer
to sobadoras and midwives), hueseros
(chiropractors), h'men'oob (shamans).
However, it is not uncommon, as in the
case of Don Renato, for their practice to
encompass several or all of these roles.

Continued on page 9



Continued from page 6

These cases signal a new era for
First Nations and climate change in
Australia, with human rights central to
legal decisions related to climate change
and resource extractivism. Wangan and
Jagalingou, among other First Nations,
have laid down a challenge to rethink
fossil fuel extractivism, and instead up-
hold Indigenous rights, relations to
Country and Aboriginal cultural sover-
eignty as a first principle in responding
to the challenge of climate change. ®
Kristen Lyons is a Professor of
Environmental Sociology in the School
of Social Science at the University of
Queensland, and Senior Research Fellow
with the US based Oakland Institute.
Her research, advocacy and education sit
at the intersection of people, the environ-
ment and development, including issues
related to climate change and human
rights in Uganda, Solomon Islands and
Australia. She was part of a transdisci-
plinary research collaboration with the
Wangan and Jagalingou Family Council,
and funded by the Global Change
Institute, to understand the strategies
and impacts of Indigenous rights led re-
sistance to Adanis Carmichael Mine. In
2022 she also held an O’Brien Fellowship
at the Centre for Human Rights and
Legal Pluralism at McGill.

Murrawah Johnson is a Wirdi woman
from the broader Birri Gubba Nation.
Murrawah holds connection to Wangan
and Jagalingou country as a Wirdi
Traditional Owner, and is also proud
of her ties to Kangalou, Kullilli and
Iman Peoples. She is an emerging First
Nation leader. Murrawah has worked
on Aboriginal rights litigation in the
Federal Court and Supreme Court of
Queensland; lobbying State and Federal
governments, and international finan-
cial corporations; submits to UN agen-
cies and rapporteurs on human rights
breaches; and building research and
policy agendas. She also works on com-
munity-level Indigenous and climate
justice strategies; and to facilitate First
Nations solidarities in CANZUS coun-
tries. She is presently a co-director and
First Nations lead for Youth Verdict, a
small organisation using legal pathways
to advocate for First Nations Human
Rights and Indigenous-led
action.

climate

Anthony Esposito is a political or-
ganiser with nearly 40 years’ experi-
ence campaigning at the interface of
rights, land hand-backs
and environmental protection. He has
worked nationally in Indigenous rights
and conservation initiatives throughout

Aboriginal

that time — and on the development of
cooperation agreements between eNGO’s
and First Nation groups. For six years he
was been engaged as a campaign man-
ager and strategic advisor to Wangan
and Jagalingou (W) Traditional
Owners Family Council, the First Nation
group at the forefront of resistance to
Adani's proposed mega coal mine and
the opening up of the Galilee basin. He
has been an adviser to Youth Verdict
over the last three years in the develop-
ment of their human rights and climate
action agenda; and continues to provide
strategic support to the We»] Nagana
Yarrbayn Cultural Custodians.

All photos in this article courtesy of the authors.

Continued from page 8

The Spanish terms used by the heal-
ers themselves, except for h'men'oob
which is a Mayan term, reflect the col-
onial presence in Mayan society. ®

Genevieve Marion-Séguin is a Mas-
ter's student in anthropology under the
supervision of Sylvie Poirier at Laval
University.

A spiritist (espiritista), Don Renato embodies the
spirit of a healer who lived in the region before
colonisation and has been known to be embodied
by various spiritists since the early 20th century. It
should be noted that the term espiritista is the one
used by Don Renato who does not use the terms
medium or shaman. Photo by Geneviéve Marion-
Séguin
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International Meeting on Education
and Indigenous Knowledge in Mapuche
Lafkenche Territory

By Rolando Ivan Magana Canul (UQAT) and Benoit Ethier (UQAT)

he members of the Alianza

Saberes y Educacion Indigena

(ASEI)' project held an inter-
national meeting from 24 to 28 October
2022 in the community of Mateo
Nahuelpan, in the Araucania region of
southern Chile. The aim of this meet-
ing was to bring together people from
different cultural and geographical ori-
gins to discuss education and the trans-
mission of knowledge in Indigenous
territories. Mateo Nahuelpan is lo-
cated in the ancestral territory of the
Mapuche Lafkenche, in the sector
known as Monkul. Here the sea, the
river and the wetlands converge.

The beginning of our meeting was
marked by a ceremony performed by a
Mapuche spiritual leader. We all gath-
ered at a point near the sea, around the
fire, the Wiinyelfe?, the offerings and the
branches of a sacred tree in Mapuche
cosmogony. There, prayers were made
and songs were sung to the accom-

The group at Ekos de Monkul. Photo by Kevin Papatie

The Monkul wetlands and the Pacific Ocean on the horizon. Photo by Gabriel Marcotte

paniment of traditional music for the
smooth running of our meeting. Near
the end of the ceremony, the offerings
were distributed among the attendees
and also deposited in the sand and in
the sea.

The meeting was the scene of discus-
sion on the impacts of official educa-
tion in the Americas, the challenges

10 c@ News Issue9 - Spring 2023

faced by educators with an inter-
cultural vision and the development
of initiatives aimed at the recovery
and transmission of traditional know-
ledge in different Indigenous com-
munities in Chile, Mexico and Canada.
From the perspective of the Mapuche,
Mayan, Nahua, Purépecha, Atikamekw
Nehirowisiwok and Inuit participants,
the teaching promoted by the states
disregards their worldviews, languages,
values and traditional practices in edu-
cational settings.

However, there are more and more
community actors with
aimed at revaluing their cultural iden-
tities, recovering their languages and
strengthening their traditional ways
of transmitting knowledge and know-
how linked to their ancestral territor-
ies. They invest time, effort, resources
and creativity in order to integrate their
visions and cultural elements into offi-
cial educational spaces, as well as to in-
volve families and other individuals

initiatives



Mapuche ceremony at the start of our international meeting. Photo by Gabriel Marcotte

from the communities in the teach-
ing and learning processes. The great-
est benefit these Indigenous educators
and leaders receive is the satisfaction of
contributing to maintaining the culture
of their own people.

An example of such initiatives in the
Mapuche context in Chile is the Mesa
de Educacién Intercultural (MEI),
in the Commune of Purén. The MEI
brings together teachers and traditional
educators from different schools and
educational levels around intercultur-
ality. One of its fundamental pillars,
i.e. the recovery of the link between
Indigenous students and their terri-
tories, was recently incorporated into
the Mayan language and culture de-
gree programme at the Universidad
de Oriente (UNO) in Yucatan, south-
east Mexico. In the Meseta Purépecha
of Michoacan, Mexico, the teaching of
Purepecha language and culture based
on a holistic perspective is promoted
from pre-school onwards. In central
Veracruz, Mexico, teachers in multi-
grade schools develop didactic projects
in close relationship with Nahua fam-
ilies as a strategy for the recovery and
strengthening of the culture and lan-
guage of this Indigenous nation. In the
Canadian context, a large part of edu-
cators' efforts to recover the Atikamekw
nehirowisiw language and culture are

based on activities outside the school.
These initiatives involve key commun-
ity stakeholders in the transmission of
traditional knowledge. Further north,
the revitalisation of Inuit culture and

Janis Ottawa performs with the Mapuche youth during the ceremony at Collico Ranco school. Photo by

Gabriel Marcotte

language also takes place in different
ways. One of them is the promotion of
traditional practices and the building
of igloos and sledges during cultural
weeks. The team visited the Collico
Ranco School in Mapuche territory. In
this school, most of the Mapuche stu-
dents learn by practising their own
language and culture. There we were
welcomed by students, traditional edu-
cators, neighbours from the local com-

munities and educational authorities.

In addition to sharing and experien-
cing different initiatives, this meet-
ing reaffirmed the interest of the ASEI
team members in the dissemination
and mobilisation of different resour-
ces aimed at the transmission of in-
digenous languages and cultures. One
way to achieve this goal would be to
create a bank of pedagogical activities
available to the different Indigenous
nations. Another way would be to
promote the construction of regional
structures that contribute to the articu-
lation of actors, authorities and schools
in the territories. Finally, the creation of
an international Indigenous education
programme could be promoted with
the partners and materials of the ASEI
project. ®

Funding for this event came from the Partnership
Development Programme (Développement de
partenariat) of the Conseil de recherches en sciences
humaines (CRSH).

Endnotes:

1 Partenariat savoirs et éducation autochtone
(PSEA) in French and Indigenous Knowledge and
Educactional Partnership (IKEP) in English.

2 Cosmogonic symbol of the Mapuche culture,
which has the shape of an eight-pointed white star
on a blue background.
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Recent publications by CICADA partners:

Walking Together, Working Together: Engaging Wisdom for Indigenous Well-Being

(Aa Edited by Leslie Main Johnson and Janelle Marie Baker

Indigenous Elders, healers, Western physicians, and scholars seek complementarities
e between Indigenous practices and Western biomedicine. This collection takes a holis-
tic view of well-being, seeking complementarities between Indigenous approaches to
healing and Western biomedicine. Topics include traditional healers and approaches to
treatment of disease and illness; traditional knowledge and intellectual property around
medicinal plant knowledge; the role of diet and traditional foods in health promotion;
culturally sensitive approaches to healing work with urban Indigenous populations; and
integrating biomedicine, alternative therapies, and Indigenous healing in clinical prac-
tice. Throughout, the voices of Elders, healers, physicians, and scholars are in dialogue to
promote Indigenous community well-being through collaboration. This book will be of
interest to scholarsin Indigenous Studies, medicine and public health, medical anthropol-
ogy, and anyone promoting care delivery and public health in Indigenous communities.

Walking Together,
\» Working

Contributors: Darlene P. Auger, Dorothy Badry, Janelle Marie Baker, Margaret
David, Meda DeWitt, Hal Eagletail, Gary L. Ferguson, Marc Fonda, Annie I. Goose,
Angela Grier, Leslie Main Johnson, Allison Kelliher, Rick Lightning, Mary Maje,
Ann Maje Raider, Maria ]. Mayan, Ruby E. Morgan, Luu Giss Yee, Richard T. Oster,
Camille (Pablo) Russell, Ginetta Salvalaggio, Ellen L. Toth, Harry Watchmaker.

The Editors: Leslie Main Johnson is Professor Emerita of Anthropology at Athabasca
University, living in Edmonton on Treaty 6 territory. Janelle Marie Baker is Assistant
Professor of Anthropology at Athabasca University, living on the border of Treaty 6 and 7.

The Three Deaths of Cerro De San Pedro: Four
Centuries of Extractivism in a Small Mexican
Mining Town

By Daviken Studnicki-Gizbert

On May 11, CICADA co-investigator Prof.
Daviken Studnicki-Gizbert (Dept. of History,
McGill University) launched his latest book, 7The
Three Deaths of Cerro De San Pedro: Four Centuries
of Extractivism in a Small Mexican Mining Town
(University of North Carolina Press, 2022). The
book chronicles three boom and bust cycles of precious metal exploitation at a mine site in the Mexican state
of San Luis Potosi, beginning with the arrival of the Spaniards in the late sixteenth century, up through ex-
ploitation by Americans in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, then the revival of the mine yet again by
Canadian interests at the start of the current century. As the book states at the outset, it aims "to understand
the contemporary destruction of Cerro de San Pedro in light of its past.” As Prof. John Soluri (Dept. of History,
Carnegie Mellon University) has noted, "sweeping, ambitious, and engaging, this deep history of a 'small place’
reveals how the furies of colonialism and capitalism swept over and through a mining town and left it tat-
tered and scarred. Studnicki-Gizbert provides vital historical and material contexts for understanding—and
intervening—in contemporary conflicts over extractivism in Mexico and beyond." For more information and
to buy the book, see: https://uncpress.org/book/9781469671109/the-three-deaths-of-cerro-de-san-pedro/

Special thanks to Lucia Justo, Ségoléne Guinard, Katrina Joosten, Steven Schnoor, and Ivdn Vargas for their support in the design, translation, and final edition of this new
issue of the CICADA newsletter.
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